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Method: The research method was descriptive-analytical, and the statistical population consisted
of experts in the field of sport management and organizers of sporting events in Iraq in 2025. A total
of 148 individuals were selected through convenience sampling, and data were collected using a
researcher-developed questionnaire. The research data were analyzed using one-sample t-test and
Friedman test in SPSS-25 software..

Results: The results of the one-sample t-test indicated that the mean scores of all dimensions of
challenges in the application of modern technologiesincluding infrastructure and equipment (3.85),
human resources and skills (3.89), financial and economic issues (3.89), management and
policymaking (3.87), cultural and social issues (3.60), legal and security considerations (3.72), and
futurology and sustainable development (3.85) were significantly higher than the theoretical mean
of 3. The results of the Friedman test revealed that "human resources and skills" with a mean rank
of 4.35 held the highest rank among the challenges of applying modern technologies in hosting
sporting events in Iraq. Subsequently, the challenges of futurology and sustainable development,
financial and economic issues, management and policymaking, infrastructure and equipment, legal
and security considerations, and cultural and social issues were ranked in descending order,
respectively.

Conclusions: The results demonstrated that human resources and skills, futurology and
sustainable development, financial and economic issues, management and policymaking,
infrastructure and equipment, legal and security considerations, and cultural and social
issues constitute the challenges of applying modern technologies in hosting sporting

events in Iraq.
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Introduction

In the 21st century, sport has become one of the most important and influential elements of
social structures. Today, sport is widely and comprehensively present in people's daily lives
and forms part of our national culture. The importance of sport increases especially when sports
activities are organized and held in the form of regular competitions and events. As a social
phenomenon, sport has become the basis for communication, solidarity and growth of human
societies. Today, new technologies are recognized as a key and influential factor in improving
the performance of sports organizations around the world. Technology is one of the most
important factors of competition in the international arena of the sports industry and is
increasingly used in all areas of this industry to facilitate and improve activities. Despite
previous studies that have examined the application of technology in professional sports, there
is a significant gap in understanding the mechanisms and barriers associated with the adaptation
of these technologies in the field of organizing sports events. Therefore, the present study will
aim to address the challenges of using modern technology in holding sports events in Iraq.

Method

The present study was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of data
collection method, conducted as a field study. The statistical population consisted of all experts
in the field of sport management and organizers of sporting events in Iraq in 2025. Initially, 150
individuals were selected through convenience sampling, and the questionnaire was distributed
to them online. Ultimately, 148 completed questionnaires were used for analysis. For data
collection, a demographic questionnaire and a researcher-developed questionnaire on the
challenges of applying modern technologies were used. The demographic questionnaire
included information regarding gender, education, marital status, sport activity background, and
income level. The researcher-developed questionnaire on the challenges of applying modern
technologies consisted of 34 items across seven components: infrastructure and equipment,
human resources and skills, financial and economic issues, management and policymaking,
cultural and social issues, legal and security considerations, and futurology and sustainable
development. The questionnaire items were rated on a five-point Likert scale ranging from "1
= very low" to "5 = very high." To develop the questionnaire, initial indicators were first
extracted through library studies and a review of the research literature. The identified
indicators were then provided to specialists and experts using the Delphi method, and after
refinement, the final version of the questionnaire was developed. The face and content validity
of the instrument were examined and confirmed by experts. The reliability of the questionnaire
was also assessed using Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The Cronbach's alpha coefficients for the
components were as follows: infrastructure and equipment 0.74, human resources and skills
0.76, financial and economic issues 0.73, management and policymaking 0.79, cultural and
social issues 0.72, legal and security considerations 0.74, and futurology and sustainable
development 0.71, indicating acceptable reliability of the components. After obtaining the
necessary permissions, the questionnaire link was made available online to experts in the field
of sport management and organizers of sporting events in Iraq. Prior to completing the
questionnaire, the purpose of the research and the method of responding to the items were
explained to the participants, and the confidentiality of their information was emphasized. For
data analysis, descriptive and inferential statistics were used. In the descriptive statistics section,
frequency, mean, and standard deviation were calculated. In the inferential statistics section,
skewness and kurtosis tests were used to examine the distribution of the data, one-sample t-test
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was used to examine the extent of the challenges relative to the theoretical value, and the
Friedman test was used to determine the ranking of the challenges. Additionally, Cronbach's
alpha was employed to examine the internal reliability of the instrument. Data analysis was
performed using SPSS version 26 at a significance level of 0.05.

Results

The results of the one-sample t-test indicated that the mean scores of all dimensions of the
challenges of applying modern technologies, including infrastructure and equipment (3.85),
human resources and skills (3.89), financial and economic issues (3.89), management and
policymaking (3.87), cultural and social issues (3.60), legal and security considerations (3.72),
and futurology and sustainable development (3.85), were significantly higher than the
theoretical mean of 3.Therefore, the challenges of infrastructure and equipment, human
resources and skills, financial and economic issues, management and policy-making, cultural
and social issues, legal and security considerations, and futures studies and sustainable
development in the application of new technology in holding sports events in Iraq are higher
than expected. The results of the Friedman test showed that the challenge of "human resources
and skills" with an average of 4.35 is the most important challenge in the application of new
technology in holding sports events in Iraq. After this challenge, the challenges of future
research and sustainable development, financial and economic issues, management and policy-
making, infrastructure and equipment, legal and security considerations, and cultural and social
issues play a role in the application of modern technology in holding sports events in Iraq.

Discussion

The findings of this study play a key role in identifying the challenges of using new technologies
in organizing sports events. The survey results guide sports-related organizations and the
government to develop infrastructure, strengthen financial and human resources and efficiency,
and promote the use of new technologies in sports programs.

Conclusions

The results show that factors such as human resources and skills, futures and sustainable
development, financial and economic issues, management and policy-making, infrastructure
and equipment, legal and security considerations, and cultural and social issues play a role in
the use of new technology in organizing sports events in Iraq.
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