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Abstract

The objective of the current research is to investigate the factors influencing technological sports clubs on the
organizational and environmental dimensions of social entrepreneurship: a case study of Markazi Province. This
research is applied in terms of objective and descriptive-survey in terms of methodology. The statistical population
of the study included 220 managers, coaches, and activists related to sports clubs and teams, from whom 143
individuals were selected as the sample using a purposeful sampling method. The data collection tool was a
modified and localized questionnaire adapted from studies by Ehsani et al. (2017) and Norouzi et al. (2024), whose
validity and reliability were confirmed. Data were analyzed using the structural equation modeling method and
LISREL software. The structural model findings indicated that technological sports clubs have a positive and
significant impact on all dimensions of social entrepreneurship. The highest intensity of effect was related to the
social value dimension, followed by the opportunity, people, resources, and contextual factors dimensions. These
results suggest that the utilization of information technology and digital tools in sports clubs can play a crucial role
in strengthening the organizational and environmental capacities of social entrepreneurship. Overall, the findings
of the present study emphasize the importance of developing technological approaches in managing sports teams
and clubs, and can provide practical guidance for sports managers and policymakers to enhance technology-based
social entrepreneurship. Based on the research results, the following suggestions are presented :Designing a
provincial crowdfunding system, establishing an electronic service desk to remove bureaucratic obstacles, blended
learning instead of purely online training, and branding sports charity events with local hashtags.

Keywords: technologically driven sports clubs, information technology, social entrepreneurship, Arak

province.
Receive Date: 27 April 2026 Revise Date: 09 June 2026
Accept Date: 09 May 2026 Available Online from 09 May 2026
ﬂCorresponding author: Niloufar Shamansouri E-mail: niloufar.shamansouri@modares.ac.ir \

Cite this article: Shamansouri, N., Tajali, M., & Ghadiri, E. (2025). Investigating the factors affecting organizational
and environmental dimensions of social entrepreneurship in technological sports clubs: a Case study of Markazi
Province. Information technology and sports, 2(2), 152-169. doi: 10.22091/its.2026.15306.1041

Doi: 10.22091/its.2026.15306.1041 Publisher: University of Qom .

© The Author(s).
= J

YOY


https://orcid.org/0009-0006-7496-7582
mailto:niloufar.shamansouri@modares.ac.ir
https://its.qom.ac.ir/article_4406.html?lang=en

Information technology and sport

Volume 2, Number 2, 2025

ol

Pepita-HE

University of Qom

Extended Abstract
Introduction

Social entrepreneurship, as an emerging
approach  to  sustainable  development,
emphasizes the creation of social value and
addressing  societal challenges through
innovative mechanisms. In this regard, sports
teams and clubs, due to their organizational
capacities, extensive human networks, and high
social influence, have the potential to play a
significant role in  promoting  social
entrepreneurship. With the expansion of
information technology and the digitalization of
sports activities, technologically driven sports
Clubs have gained the ability to extend their
social impact through digital tools, online
platforms, and data management systems.
Despite these capacities, empirical research
examining the role of technologically driven
sports Clubs in the various dimensions of social
entrepreneurship remains limited. Therefore,
the present study aims to "Investigation of
effective factors in technological sports clubs
on  organizational and  environmental
dimensions of social entrepreneurship: A case

study of Markazi Province" has been
conducted.
Methodology

This study is applied in terms of purpose and
descriptive—survey in terms of methodology.
The statistical population consisted of 220
managers, coaches, and individuals involved
with sports teams and clubs, from which 143
participants were selected using convenience
sampling. Data were collected through a
modified and localized questionnaire adapted
from the studies of Ehsani et al. (2017),
Norouzi Seyed Hosseini et al. (2023). The
face and content validity of the instrument were
confirmed by experts, and its reliability was
verified using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. In
this study, “technological sports clubs” were
considered as the independent variable, while

“social entrepreneurship” was examined as the
dependent variable across five dimensions:
social ~ value, opportunity, individuals,
resources, and contextual factors. Data analysis
was conducted using Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM) and LISREL software.

Findings

The results of the research indicated that
technologically driven sports teams have a
positive and significant impact on all
dimensions of social entrepreneurship. The path
coefficients showed that the strongest effect
was related to the social value dimension,
followed by opportunity, individuals, resources,
and contextual factors. Moreover, the model fit
indices demonstrated an acceptable fit between
the proposed conceptual model and the
empirical data, confirming the validity of the
theoretical framework.

Discussion and Conclusion

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that
the application of information technology in
sports teams and clubs plays a critical role in

strengthening  the  organizational  and
environmental capacities of social
entrepreneurship.  Information  technology
facilitates the identification of social

opportunities, empowers individuals, improves
resource management, and enhances contextual
conditions, thereby contributing to the creation
of sustainable social value. The findings
highlight the necessity for sports managers and
policymakers to adopt technology-oriented
approaches in sports organizations and indicate
that technologically driven sports teams can

serve as effective catalysts for social
entrepreneurship.  The  most  important
achievements of this research can be

summarized in the following key propositions:
1- Technology plays its main role in realizing
the “social mission” of sports clubs and makes
the creation of social value its most powerful
outcome. 2- Technology significantly increases
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the organization’s insight and opportunity-
finding capability for social innovation. 3-
Technology strengthens the human and social
capital around the club through digital
empowerment and engagement. Based on the
research results, the following suggestions are
made: designing a provincial crowdfunding
system, creating an electronic service desk to
remove bureaucratic obstacles, blended
learning instead of purely online learning,
branding sports charity events with local
hashtags.
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